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XVII COTTAGE
This three-storey family home offers 
you a place to escape from the 
children, with all the peace of mind 
a new home can offer

VII-XXIV RESIDENTIAL
There’s a wide selection of homes on the
market, so whether you’re a first-time
buyer or looking for a bigger family home,
we’ve got something for everyone

V-VI NEW HOMES
When only the newest of homes will do,
developers are building a fine selection of
properties across the county, so take a
peek at what’s available

Your local website

Buyers take the
high-speed route
KENT’S bullet trains will help get
the housing market back to where
it belongs, claims one estate agent.

It is traditional to expect the home-buying
market to pick up in spring, and new figures
are showing we are edging further out of
recession. It’s all good news for a decent 2010
in Ashford and the surrounding areas, the
agent said.

The new High Speed 1 train link to London
– starting to be known locally as ‘The Bullet’
– is already a massive attraction for potential
commuters.

Ashford-based estate agent Hobbs Parker
has found its books filling with a new demo-
graphic of buyer.

They are Londoners who currently live
‘north of the river’ and there are plenty from
the East End, too.

Traditionally, the majority of Londoners
who used to wend their way to Ashford and
the villages that surround the town were
from south London.

Buyers in search of the rural dream hunted
along the M20 and existing rail corridor,
attracted by a life in the countryside.

Some found themselves priced out of estab-
lished commuting hot spots and ended up
further down the line.

But since the new trains started service,
Alex Davies, Hobbs Parker’s head of country
houses, has increasingly seen numbers of
would-be buyers from north London.

It’s not just those who work in the City who
are coming either. Mr Davies points out the
37-minute service into St Pancras suddenly
opens the field to regular commuters who
need to be at work in the West End or, as the
Stratford connection develops, Docklands.

He said there is no more struggling on the
Tube’s Northern line as it is possible now to
exchange a Sunday afternoon walk on
Primrose Hill for the primroses on a North
Downs hill.

Many north Londoners are quickly switch-
ing their notion of The Old Rectory in Essex
or Hertfordshire to an idyllic Kentish farm-
house with its milk-white clapboard and rus-
set-hued peg tiles.

This is good news for the housing market in
Ashford, but Mr Davies also has a warning.
He points out that for many Londoners, while
the idea of cashing in and buying their dream
home is appealing, they need to have the
budget to match.

He said: “Many buyers need to be realistic
about their expectations.

“They are more often professional couples
in their 30s and 40s with young children

drawn to the vision of raising children in the
country, and are especially interested in
Kent’s schools.

“Sadly though, I have to disappoint a num-
ber as to what their money will buy.

“The expectation is that you can swap a
Victorian family terrace in the London sub-
urbs for a sizeable farmhouse with land, and
in many cases this can be sufficient.

“But some buyers should look again at their
budget in an under-supplied marketplace.
Alternatively, align expectations and there
are lots of extremely attractive houses, espe-
cially in the villages, that would make glori-
ous family homes – and well within budget.”

New homes market boost
A KENT developer managed to sell a stagger-
ing 60 per cent of its apartments at a new
development in its opening weekend.

It’s another indication the housing market
is creeping out of the slump.

Fairview New Homes said it is delighted
with the way sales are going at its new river-
side apartments at The Mill, South Darenth.

The popular new homes have views over the
River Darenth and are located on the site of
the landmark Horton Kirby Paper Mill, with
original cobbled streets running through.

Fairview helped things along during
February by offering a further month’s break
from the dreaded stamp duty, which has just
come out of its government holiday despite
protests from the industry.

Fairview’s new homes sale directors Jim
Holliday said: “The stamp duty holiday ended
on December 31, but this New Year gift from
Fairview means you can save up to £1,750 on
homes at The Mill valued up to £175,000 – a
welcome saving at any time of the year.”

Located in the rural village of South

Darenth, The Mill is less than seven miles
from Ebbsfleet International train station
which, with its new high-speed trains, means
you can be in central London in just 17 minutes.

Not only does The Mill provide a time-sav-
ing solution to the daily commute, but it
offers homebuyers picturesque and historic
surroundings to enjoy.

New buyers said they liked the idea that
Bluewater shopping centre is less than five
miles away and historic Leeds Castle is about
half an hour by car.

By CHRIS MURPHY

NEW LINKS: High-speed trains are opening up the county to a new group of buyers


